[Progesterone transport across the wall of the rumen of sheep].
Data on content of fiber, lignin and progesterone in reticulo-ruminal chyme and progesterone in blood serum and saliva of sheep throughout the reproductive cycle and at intramuscular injection of progesterone, are presented. A direct correlation between concentration of progesterone in blood and chyme was revealed. 1.5% of progesterone entered the reticulo-rumen with saliva. Transport of hormone through the wall of forestomach is the main way of progesterone entering the reticulo-rumen. The transport is carried out against the gradient of hormone concentration. Possible participation of progesterone adsorption on lignin in explanation of this transport, is discussed.